
Lily Yeh’s artistic life has been
dedicated to transforming “bad
land into land of enchantment,”
the tiny, charismatic artist said
during her keynote address at the
Cultural Council of Greater Jack-
sonville’s State of the Arts lun-
cheon Wednesday.

That talk was part of a daylong
celebration of art and culture, and
its impact on Jacksonville and
Jacksonville’s economy.

A native of China, Yehmoved to
the United States in 1963 to attend
graduate school in Philadelphia.
In 1986, she began working with
some children in North Philadel-
phia to transform a vacant lot into
an art-filled park, she said. Even-
tually that effort evolved into The
Village of Arts and Humanities,
which transformed more than
120 vacant lots into gardens and
parks.
After concentrating on Phila-

delphia for two decades, Yeh
began using art to transform
“broken places into beautiful
places” around the country and
the world. She found one of those
places in Rwanda where years

of genocide had traumatized the
people, she said. In a film clip, she
showed one woman who said that
of 134 people in her family, only
four survived.
Working under the aegis of the

organization she had founded,
the Barefoot Artists Inc., which
she had started “to bring beauty
to broken places in the world,”
Yeh designed the Rugerero Geno-
cide Memorial Monument Park in
2004 and built it in 2005 with help
from hundreds of local villagers.
Yeh, who signed copies of her

book “Awakening Creativity:
Dandelion School Blossoms” after
her talk, is the subject of the 2013
documentary film “The Barefoot
Artist,” currently available on
Netflix.
Following Yeh’s address, Cress-

man Bronson, PNC Bank’s re-
gional president for Florida East,
announced the four winners of
2017 grants from the PNC Foun-
dation’s Arts Alive program.
Grants of $15,000 went to:

• The Florida Ballet: Its pro-
gram “Breaking the Barrier: For

Boyz Only” is an educational and
performance project, providing
an opportunity for at-risk middle-
school aged boys to gain exposure
to the art of dance through hip
hop, jazz and ballet.
• The Cathedral Arts Proj-

ect’s Any Given Child Program:
Through the program “Lift Every
Student,” artists will be embed-
ded in the classrooms of Hyde
Park, Hyde Grove, John Love and
Smart Pope Livingston public
elementary schools to help chil-
dren who are on the free/reduced
lunch program to experience the
value of the arts in helping with
other learning topics.
• The Jax Civic Orchestra: The

orchestra will host a cultural fes-
tival in February that will include
a 50-minute concert featuring
music influenced by African, Jew-
ish American, Cuban and Arabic
music, as well as music by a con-
temporary southern composer,
and by Frederick Delius, a Euro-
pean who spent time in Jackson-
ville.
• The Performers Academy:

The academy will use the mon-
ey to continue its focus on help-
ing disadvantaged teens express
themselves, allowing them to re-
solve conflict and improve social
skills through artistic expression
and the creative process.

Cultural Council executive di-
rector Tony Allegretti told those
at the luncheon that the Art in
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MEDICS FORMANATEES

Zoo’s critical care center gets 2 new patients

One of the two new manatees at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is reflected off the surface of the water in its new tank as it surfaces
to get a breath of air shortly after arriving from Orlando Wednesday morning. (Bob Self/Florida Times-Union)

The Manatee Critical Care Center at the
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens admitted its
first two patients Wednesday: Cassie and
Buckeye.
Both are just kids, only a couple of years

old.
But they’ve grown a lot since they were

rescued separately two years ago and tak-
en to SeaWorld Orlando’s rehab facility.
At the time, Buckeye was a mere 63

pounds. He’s now up to 625. Cassie, who
was 66 pounds when she was found, now
weighs 775.
They still have a lot of growing to do —

Florida manatees can reach a ton or more
— and the Jacksonville Zoo’s new center
will monitor their health and progress for
the next several months.
If all goes well, the two orphans will be

released back into the wild in winter, in
warmer waters farther south, said Craig
Miller, the zoo’s curator of mammals. The
young manatees will be able to join the
groups that gather as a result of more mod-
erate temperatures.
Cassie and Buckeye are providing an

ideal start for the zoo’s center, Miller said.
They haven’t been injured, don’t need
emergency treatment and aren’t ill.
Caring for them — monitoring their

health and making sure they continue to

gain weight — allows them to ease into the
role of responding to more urgent situa-
tions.
“That has been our plan,” Miller said.

“We get experience under our belts. These
guys are healthy, but they need to grow be-

fore they are released in warm water sites
with other manatees around.”
The zoo’s manatee $2 million rehab cen-

ter was completed in the spring. It is one

By David Crumpler
david.crumpler@jacksonville.com

ST. SIMONS ISLAND, GA. | It
was Sunday afternoon and
the TV was on in Todd
Thompson’s living room.
There was a lot to watch,
PGA golf, some pre-season
football, home improve-
ment shows and infomer-
cials on everything from
magic cooking devices to
new workout programs to
take off the weight from
using the magic cooking
devices.
Thompson opted for

something related to his
job and to the chest sitting
open on the floor. The
big screen showed scenes
from Houston, cars, trucks
and people in deepen-
ing water as the rain still
poured, while helicopters
pulled people off the roofs
of houses with water up to
the eaves.
He was packing gear

into the chest getting
ready for a call to go to
Houston, Rockport or
other areas flooded by
Hurricane Harvey. A fire-
fighter, Thompson is head
of Glynn County’s water
rescue team.
“We’re preparing in case

we get deployed,” he said.
Should the call come,

the team would tow its
boat west, launch it into
the flood and go about
helping people to safety, a
little different from their
typical river and ocean
rescues.
If you’re trapped

somewhere and you see
a rescue boat coming, it
would be a good thing if
Thompson were stand-
ing in the bow. Thompson
just competed in the 2017

Firefighter
stays strong,
ready to move

terry dickson

Event touts importance of art in economy

By Charlie Patton
charlie.patton@jacksonville.com

Keynote speaker signed
copies of her book; PNC
Bank awarded 4 grants

Keynote speaker Lily Yeh welcomes students to the Cultural Council of
Greater Jacksonville’s State of the Arts luncheon at the Jesse Ball duPont
Center in Jacksonville. The Division of Cultural Affairs and PNC Bank were
other sponsors of the program. (Will Dickey/Florida Times-Union)

Cassie the manatee lies on her back as she and tank mate Buckeye are inspected before
being lowered into their new home.
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Navy
crew part
of Harvey
relief
By Joe Daraskevich
joe.daraskevich@jacksonville.com

Personnel from Jackson-
ville Naval Air Station flew
over areas of coastal Texas
on Wednesday to assist
with search-and-rescue ef-
forts in the aftermath of
Hurricane Harvey.
The “Pelicans” of Patrol

Squadron 45 left the Jack-
sonville installation about
10 a.m. in a P-8A Poseidon
aircraft equipped with
MX-20 cameras, as well
as search-and-rescue kits
ready to be deployed for
possible survivors in the
Gulf of Mexico.
The kits consist of large

inflatable rafts with basic
survival equipment that
can be dropped from the
weapons bay of the air-
craft. Wednesday was the
first time the squadron has
used the search-and-rescue
packages in a live mission,
according to the Navy.
The crew of nine didn’t

need to deploy the rescue
equipment, and mainly
concentrated on making
sure the basic infrastruc-
ture was holding up and
damsweren’t running over,
said Lt. Marcus Costa, the
mission commander.
“This is a pretty new

event for us as far as an
overland flooding disaster
type relief situation,” Cos-
ta said. “We really had no
clue what to expect, but it
was kind of a sigh of relief
once we got to the Houston
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Nicole Lanier, a pediat-
ric critical care nurse, and
Pete Mrgich, a pediatric
respiratory therapist, spe-
cialize in neonatal and pe-
diatric transports for Wolf-
son Children’s Hospital in
Jacksonville.
But this week they volun-

teered to use their exper-
tise to help Houston-area
hospitals slammed by Hur-
ricane Harvey. They are
part of a team flying sick
babies to and from neona-
tal intensive care units in
and around Houston.
Conditions are dire,

Lanier said Wednesday.
“It is exactly like you see

on the news. A lot of stand-
ing water, pretty devastat-
ing,” she said. “Our hearts
go out to them.”

Houston hospital person-
nel are working “round the
clock,” taking occasional
breaks in sleeping rooms
where they are working,
she said. “We help as we
can.”
The logistics of trans-

porting pediatric patients
by air can be difficult on a
good day, but Houston has
not been having good days.
Medical transport helicop-

ters can be grounded by
high winds but have to be
ready at a moment’s no-
tice when the winds die
down and skies clear. The
added expertise of other
pediatric transport teams
from across the country —
including physicians and
nurses and mechanics and
paramedics — are crucial,
she said.
“Right now logistics are

sort of challenging,” Lanier
said. “We help with prep-
ping … having all the criti-
cal care resources ready.”
Lanier and Mrgich are

members of Kids Kare,
Wolfson’s mobile intensive
care unit for infants and
children, which typically
serves a 250-mile radius
surrounding Jacksonville.
The unit began as a neo-

natal transport service for
critically ill newborns but
now serves infants and
children up to age 18, ac-
cording to Wolfson.

Kids Kare includes two
mobile intensive care am-
bulances, each staffed by
a nurse and respiratory
therapist cross-trained in
pediatric and neonatal in-
tensive care. Operated by
Century Ambulance, they
transport about 1,000 in-
fants and children to Wolf-

son every year. Kids Kare
teams also work with Life
Flight, which provides air
transport for critically ill
infants and children.
They were asked to help

in Houston by AirMethods,
a nationwide air medical
transport company based
in Colorado. Wolfson also
sent equipment and sup-
plies for the effort, accord-
ing to the hospital.

Beth Reese Cravey: (904) 359-4109

Giving money to a not-
for-profit arts organization
isn’t so much a charitable
act as it is an investment in
Florida’s economy, Sandy
Shaughnessy, director of
the Florida Division of
Cultural Affairs, told a
gathering of arts advocates
Wednesday morning.
Arts & Economic Pros-

perity 5, a national study
of the economic impact
nonprofit arts and cultural
organizations and their
audiences had in 2015,
found that the impact in
Florida was $4.7 billion,
Florida Secretary of State
Ken Detzner said during
the meeting.
The morning meeting,

held at the JAX Cham-
ber of Commerce offices,
was part of the Cultural
Council of Greater Jack-
sonville’s State of the Arts
events Wednesday that
also included a luncheon
and an afternoon panel
discussion.
“Arts are real business,”

Shaughnessy said. “They
are a fundamental com-
ponent of a healthy econ-
omy.”
The Arts & Economic

Prosperity 5 report said
the overall $4.7 billion

economic impact in Flor-
ida includes $2.4 billion
spending by audiences of
nonprofit arts and cultural
audiences, and $2.3 billion
in spending by arts and
cultural organizations.
Arts and cultural orga-

nizations and the events
they create lead to the
equivalent of 132,366 full-
time jobs. People attend-
ing nonprofit arts and
cultural events spent an
average of $33.53 per per-
son, a figure that does not
include the cost of admis-
sion, the report, commis-
sioned by Americans for
the Arts, found.
Shaughnessy called arts

and culture “a corner-
stone of Florida’s tourism
industry,” noting that 15.2
percent of the people who
attend arts and culture
events in Florida are not
state residents.
During an afternoon

panel discussion, Dave
Harrell, the city’s sports
and entertainment offi-
cer, talked about the chal-
lenge of producing the
annual Jazz Festival, the
most recent of which had
$300,000 in city funding
and a budget of $1.3 mil-
lion. That necessitated
finding corporate spon-
sors.
“We’re very reliant on

the corporate community,”
he said. “Without 25 cor-
porate partners, we are
nowhere.”
Jennifer Santiago, presi-

dent of ArtRepublic,
which staged an ambi-
tious arts festival last year,
said she found support for
last year’s inaugural Ar-
tRepublic by looking for
money from “innovative”
sources like Estee Lauder.

Kimberly Beckley, vice
president of client and
community relations for
the PNC Foundation,
whose job involves finding
projects the foundation
will support financially,
said her first priority is to
find projects that fit PNC’s
funding priorities. But she
also said she wants proj-
ects that interact with the
PNC Foundation and keep
it apprised of progress.
“Sometimes we give

and never hear from them
again,” she said.

She said that the arts
can be a crucial recruit-
ment tool for cities. Most
corporations considering
moving to a city make the
city’s school system, and
its arts and cultural scene
priorities.

“You want to be a cool
city,” Harrell said.

Charlie Patton: (904) 359-4413
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Police and Fire Games
in Los Angeles, and the
masters division of the
CrossFit competition. He
finished sixth in his age
group and won a weight-
lifting competition. He is
ranked 104th in the world
in the CrossFit rankings.
That seems like a big

number until you con-
sider that’s out of 25,000
competitors.
“I’m happy to be in the

top .005 percent in the
world,” he said.
He’s also a happy fam-

ily man with a 10-year-
old daughter and 13-year-
old son.
He can work out

anytime he wants. When
he’s not fighting fires,
he is often at CrossFit
Grit, the affiliate “box”
he owns on St. Simons
Island. His fitness is also
work-related. He went
to school to be a Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es conservation ranger,
but, as he puts it, fell into
firefighting.
“I’ve been with them

15 years,” he said of
the Glynn County Fire
Department, where he
drives an engine at a St.
Simons Island station.
He wasn’t long on

the job when there was
a call to a big one: A
67-year-old beach house
had caught fire, and the
flames had spread to a
neighboring house and
a three-story condo-
minium. Structures are
jammed tight on the
beach and Thompson
was one of the firefight-
ers between two burning
buildings spraying water
upward as flaming pieces
raining down.
“I thought I was fit.

I played lacrosse in
college. I had been a
lifeguard,” he said. “I was
young.”
He surely was fit by

comparison and the
department has a fitness
program. But wanting
more, he jumped into
training with a ven-
geance and it’s paid off.
When it comes to

competition, he acknowl-
edges he doesn’t have the
speed of other competi-

tors, but he is strong, as
his weightlifting win
shows. That came in
handy when the fire de-
partment got a call to the
St. Simons Island light-
house a few months ago.
A woman had climbed to
the top carrying a child
and passed out.
Thompson was one of

those who raced clock-
wise up corkscrew stairs
104 feet to the top.

“She was unrespon-
sive,” he said.
A Coast Guard heli-

copter could have maybe
lifted her off, as they
have plucked people off
housetops and out of
the water in Houston,
but that would require
a flight from Savan-
nah. And there was no
way firefighters could
negotiate that steep, iron
staircase with a woman
strapped to a gurney tilted
at a 30- to 45-degree angle,
at least with any speed. So
Thompson did the most
simple thing: He hefted
her body over a shoulder
and carried her down all
169 steps.
Even when he finds a

normally sized person, of
which there are precious
few anymore, it’s hard
because the human body
wasn’t created to be car-
ried. Besides, 911 is seldom
called for skinny people.
“You’re not going to

find a 100 pounder that
needs assistance,” he said.
“Our medical calls are
200- to 300-pound people
on the floor and can’t get
up.”
That’s why you hope

Thompson or someone
like him comes through
the door.
So he keeps moving,

doing reps to build his
strength. This man, who
heads a river rescue team,
uses a water analogy to
explain why he keeps at it.
He can’t remember

who said it, but someone
did: “Rivers don’t get sick
because they’re moving.
Ponds get sick.”
He finished his Sunday

afternoon, a day when
others were resting, pack-
ing his kit getting ready
should the call come to
move.

terry.dickson@jacksonville.com:
(912) 264-0405
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Texas HospiTal
associaTion
HospiTal employee
assisTance Fund
To help Houston area hospital
employees who suffered
significant property loss or
damage because of Hurricane
Harvey but are working
round-the-clock to help
others, go to tha.org/Harvey/
ReliefFund.

Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s Pete Mrgich (right) and
Nicole Lanier, who specialize in neonatal and pediatric
transports, are in Texas this week helping with medical
air transports of sick children to and from Houston
area hospitals impacted by Hurricane Harvey. At left is
a representative of AirMethods, the national medical
air transport company that asked Mrgich and Lanier to
participate in the storm response. (Provided by Wolfson
Children’s Hospital)

Public Places program
has added 38 new pieces
since last April and now
supervises 138 public
works of art, some of
which pre-existed the
Cultural Council, but are
now part of the program.
That includes two statues
honoring the Confedera-
cy in public parks, one in
Hemming Park and one in
Confederate Park.

The 25 cultural and
arts organizations that
received money in 2016-

2017 through the city’s
Cultural Services Grant
Program, administered
by the Cultural Council,
generated $80 million
in economic impact to
the city, Allegretti said.
They offered more than
250,000 free or reduced
admission for children
and students, offered
more than 1,500 educa-
tion programs, offered
more than 14,00o oppor-
tunities for public par-
ticipation and employed
more than 3,000 vendors,
he added.

Charlie Patton: (904) 359-4413
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Art, culture is great for economy
By Charlie Patton
charlie.patton@jacksonville.com

Keynote speaker Lily Yeh hugs Tony Allegretti,
executive director of the Cultural Council of Greater
Jacksonville, during the luncheon. Yeh founded the
Barefoot Artists Inc. organization and is the subject of
a 2013 documentary. (Will Dickey/Florida Times-Union)

Vladimir Manzhos, known as Waone of the mural team
Interesni Kazki from Kiev, works on his mural creation on
the side wall of the building on 315 Forsyth St., on Nov.
2, 2016. Manzhos is producing one of 11 murals being
done in downtown Jacksonville as part of the Art (Re)
Public international art and mural event. (Bob Self/Florida
Times-Union)

area and saw that everyone
was coming together to
help each other.”

He said the flight to the
relief area took about two
hours and the crew spent
about four hours patrolling
the area.
The aircraft surveyed

the area from about 3,500
feet in the air, where they
could still see portions of
highways still shut down
from flooding, Costa said.
He said at one point they
saw a fan boat moving

through the water to assist
residents and there were
several types of personal
watercraft in areas where
they wouldn’t normally be.
The Pelicans used P-3A

Orion aircraft for maritime
patrol missions until tran-
sitioning to the Poseidon
in July 2013. The transi-
tion from the four-engine
turboprop aircraft to the
modified 737 airliner was
complete in 2014, making
the Pelicans the third op-
erational P-8A squadron in
the Navy.
Costa said Wednesday’s

mission was a new example
of the versatile capabilities

of the jet.
“As far as the nature (of

the mission it was) a com-
plete change of pace for
us,” Costa said.
The squadron’s most re-

cent deployment was based
out of Sigonella, Sicily, and
supported operations Dy-
namicManta, JointWarrior
and Atlantic Shield, start-
ing in August 2016. The
Pelicans returned home to
Jacksonville in April.

The Pelicans spent
about eight hours in the air
Wednesday, concentrat-
ing on the Texas coastline.
They returned to Jackson-
ville about 6 p.m.

Costa said the Navy is
trying to expand the ca-
pabilities of the aircraft,
so the long-range mission
and the fact that they didn’t
have to refuel gave the
crew confidence they can
respond to similar disas-
ters in the future.
Another Poseidon air-

craft is scheduled to leave
Jacksonville early Thurs-
day, according to base per-
sonnel.
The search-and-rescue

missions will continue
daily until the crews from
Jacksonville are no longer
needed.
Joe daraskevich: (904) 359-4308
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Pediatric specialists assist in Houston

By Beth Reese Cravey
beth.cravey@jacksonville.com

Situation is ‘dire’ for sick children

Senate renews push for higher education changes
Bylloyd dunkelberger
The News Service of Florida

GAINESVILLE | Universi-
ties would have to devel-
op block tuition plans by
next fall, and expansions
in Bright Futures scholar-
ships and need-based aid
programs would become
permanent under a Senate
bill filed Wednesday.
The legislation (SB 4),

filed by Senate Higher
Education Appropriations
Chairman Bill Galvano, R-
Bradenton, revives major
parts of a higher-education
bill (SB 374) passed during
the 2017 legislative session
but vetoed by Gov. Rick
Scott.
A key difference is the

new bill, whichwill be con-
sidered when the Legisla-
ture convenes in January,
does not include measures

related to state colleges.
Those issues will be filed
in a separate bill by Senate
Education Chairwoman
Dorothy Hukill, R-Port Or-
ange.
Scott vetoed the 2017 bill

citing concerns about the
impact on the state college
system.
Senate President Joe Ne-

gron, a Stuart Republican
who has made elevating
the state university system
a top priority of his presi-
dency, told the system’s
Board of Governors on
Wednesday that even with
Scott’s veto of the policy
bill, a major portion of the
Senate’s higher-education
initiative is already having
a positive impact on the 12
state institutions.
Most of the Senate pro-

posals were included in
the new $82 billion state

budget, including a record
expansion of need-based
aid and a major boost in
Bright Futures scholar-
ships, which are merit-
based.
But as part of the annual

budget, as opposed to be-
ing put into law, the chang-
es are not permanent.
Negron told the Board

of Governors, meeting at
the University of Florida,
that the idea behind the
new Senate bill is “to make
these tremendous gains
permanent and to continue
to build this vision” for an
elite university system.
One provision in the bill

would make permanent
the expansion of the Bright
Futures scholarships for
the highest-performing
students, known as “aca-
demic scholars,” to cover
100 percent of tuition and

fees and to pay $300 per
semester for books. Also,
it would permanently al-
low academic scholars to
use their Bright Futures
awards to cover summer
classes.

A new provision in the
bill would expand the
Bright Futures scholar-
ships for “medallion”
scholars to cover 75 per-
cent of their tuition and
fees. The scholarships now
cover $77 of each credit
hour, which average about
$215 per hour across the
university system.
The new bill also revives

a proposed requirement
that universities develop
block tuition plans, where
students pay a flat fee per
semester rather than a
credit-hour charge, with
the new tuition plans tak-
ing effect in the fall of 2018.




